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YMCA brings program to community center
NASHUA – The YMCA is bringing its Early 

Learning Readiness Program to the Arlington 
Street Community Center for free in order to 
help children “play and learn, developing the 
physical, verbal and social skills they’ll need 
to start school ready to succeed,” according to 
the YMCA.

The free program, 8-10 a.m. Tuesdays and 

Thursdays, is for both children ages 6 weeks 
to kindergarten and their caregivers. 

“It’s not a drop-off type of situation,” said Eliz-
abeth Covino, director of community relations. 

“Young learners get a stimulating pre-
school-like experience, and their caregivers 
receive support and skill-building to replicate 
these experiences at home,” a press release 
said. 

The Y, according to Covino, has been excit-
ed about this program for a long time, and is 

glad for the opportunity to reach more Nash-
ua residents.

“Our best work is done when we partner 
with the community,” she said. 

There is no limit for the number of fami-
lies that can sign up, and no pre-registration 
is required. 

“We want to make this as easy as possible,” 
she said.

By HANNAH LaCLAIRE

Staff Writer
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NEWS DIGEST
Storm causes 
slippery roads

The latest snowstorm to 
hit New England sent cars 
sliding and caused hun-
dreds of school closings.

The National Weather 
Service says the storm 
that arrived Tuesday night 
brought up to 6 inches of 
snow to parts of the region 
by Wednesday afternoon. 
Some places could see a 
couple more inches.

Steady snow fell in parts 
of Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Vermont and 
Maine, creating a slip-
pery commute for motor-
ists. It turned into lighter 
snow by midmorning. 
There were no reports of 
injuries.

The storm was part of a 
weather system stretching 
from Maine to Florida.

The snowfall might not 
stick around. Officials 
are predicting another 
warmup for the weekend, 
with temperatures climb-
ing into the 40s in New 
England.

Non-discrimination 
bill re-introduced

CONCORD – A bill 
in the New Hampshire 
House that would add pro-
tections against discrimi-
nation for transgender 
people is scheduled for a 
committee hearing.

The bill would bar 
discrimination based on 
gender identity in hous-
ing, employment and 
public accommodations at 
places such as restaurants 
or movie theaters. Other 
states, including every 
other New England state, 
have similar protections in 
law. New Hampshire pro-
vides protections already 
based on race, religion, 
sexual orientation and 
several other factors.

A similar measure was 
tabled by House leader-
ship last year.

The House Judiciary 
Committee has scheduled 
a bill hearing on Jan. 31.

Sununu: Living 
within our means

CONCORD – Repub-
lican Gov. Chris Sununu 
says his recommended 
10-year transportation im-
provement plan for New 
Hampshire focuses on 
preservation, maintenance 
and safety of existing 
pavement and bridge in-
frastructure while „living 
within our means.“

Sununu released a draft 
plan on Wednesday to be 
considered by lawmakers.

The plan, which empha-
sizes interstate as well as 
individual projects, includ-
ing $4 million for a com-
muter rail study, assumes 
a level federal funding of 
about $185 million a year.

Sununu says the plan 
doesn’t include acceler-
ated project schedules that 
depend on a toll increase, a 
proposal that he rejected. 
He says the plan relies on 
turnpike toll credits in lieu 
of a state hard match to 
federal aid.

Teens crash 
while sledding

NEWRY, Maine – A 
teenage stunt in which 
two high school stu-
dents sneaked onto a ski 
mountain for some illicit, 
late-night tubing ended 
in tragedy when the pair 
crashed into a tree, killing 
of one and seriously injur-
ing the other, officials said 
Wednesday.

The Sunday River ski 
mountain was closed and 
off limits when the crash 
was reported at 2 a.m. 
Wednesday by a third 
person who was not on 
the inflatable tube, Oxford 
County Chief Deputy Hart 
Daley said.

Portsmouth High School 
Principal Mary Lyons 
confirmed that a senior, 
18-year-old David Kohl-
hase, died in the crash and 
that another student was 
hospitalized. The others 
weren’t identified.

NASHUA – Throughout 
January, student artwork 
from Nashua High School 
South and North, Elm Street 
Middle School and Gate 
City Charter School for the 
Arts will be on display at the 
Nashua Public Library and 
can be viewed during regu-
lar library hours. Charcoal 
portraits, faces sketched on 
paper bags, sculpted chairs 
and watercolor buildings 
adorned with string are 
just some examples of the 
students’ diverse artistic 
display.

In charge of coordinat-
ing the exhibit are Out-
reach Coordinator Carol 
Luers Eyman, Assistant 
Librarian of Emerg-
ing Technologies Rachel 
Gualco and Teen Librarian 
Ashleey Norwood. 

“We like to give local art-

ists a high visibility loca-
tion to display their work,” 
Eyman said. “For students 
especially, it’s a chance to 
be visible outside of school 
and for a much wider and 
more diverse audience.”

“Kids get a sense of 
pride of having their art 
displayed in a show, and 
it’s something they can put 
on their resume,” Norwood 
said. “It also shows the com-
munity that teens want to 
be involved. We hope peo-
ple come out and support 
these local student artists.”

A reception for the art-
ists is scheduled from 2:30-
4:30 p.m. Friday. During 
the reception, artists will 
discuss their work, and re-
freshments will be served. 
The event is free and open 
to the public.

For additional informa-
tion, contact Eyman at car-
ol.eyman@nashualibrary.
org or call 603-589-4610.

Student artists display their work at library
By AMY DeMIEN

For The Telegraph
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D. QUINCY WHITNEY

Storytelling 
that helps 
and heals

“Sometimes reality it too complex. 
Stories give it form.” – Jean-Luc Godard

Who doesn’t love a campfire? Cer-
tainly it is the time of year we think of 
hibernation around a fire. It turns out 
that this love of fire is hard-wired in us 
– going back to our ancient ancestors. A 
fireside chat, especially 
a million years ago, 
mattered more than we 
know – fire quite liter-
ally sparked creativity.

In his book “Origins 
of Creativity,” Edward 
O. Wilson, a two-time 
Pulitzer-prize-winning 
evolutionary biologist 
and a New Englander, 
he credits the develop-
ment of fire with that point in evolu-
tionary time when the cranial capacity 
nearly doubled in size – the shift from 
Homo erectus to Homo sapiens:   

“The fire is the life-giver. It warms 
and feeds the people. It creates a sanc-
tuary of light, around which nocturnal 
predators circle but dare not enter. Fire-
light is the Prometheus that shone upon 
the gods and brought humanity closer 
to them. ... For our present self-under-
standing, it is of consuming importance 
to estimate what ancestral humans said 
and did in the firelight.” 

In a recent study of the Ju/’hoansi 
(!King Bushmen) of the Kalahari Des-
ert, the most famous hunter-gatherers 
on Earth, anthropologist Polly W. 
Wiessner uncovered striking contrasts 
between “daytime talk” and “firelight 
talk.” Daytime talk focused on practical 
matters – travel, the search for food and 
water, life-and-death talk about issues 
related to daily survival. “In the evening 
the mood relaxes. In the chiaroscuro 
firelight the talk turns to storytelling, 
which drifts easily into singing, dancing 
and religious ceremonies.”

Campsites “warmed and lit by 
controlled fire” were essentially nests 
that accommodated progressive rear-
ing of offspring, instilling instinctive 
social behavior and division of labor 

NASHUA – Iris and Edwin, 
two puppy friends from the 
Humane Society for Greater 
Nashua, will go head to head 
on opposing teams during this 
year’s Puppy Bowl XIV.

Iris, an unidentified mixed 
breed on Team Fluff, is the 
more reserved of the two, and 
is likely to be cheering from 
the sidelines through much of 
the game.

Edwin, a German Shepherd 
mix on Team Ruff, is one of the 
39 puppies in the starting line-
up, and is rambunctious, com-
petitive and full of energy, said 
Chuck Mattia, assistant direc-
tor of development and market-
ing for the Humane Society. 

Neither of the puppies start-
ed out with such promising fu-
tures: They were rescued, with 
their respective siblings, from 
San Antonio, Texas, where Al-
amo Friends Rescue operates, 
taking dogs and puppies who 

are homeless or in shelters, 
and transporting them to New 
England Humane Societies, 
where the demand for the dogs 
is greater.

From there, ARF founder 
Virginia Davidson said, the 
puppies were selected as can-
didates for Animal Planet’s 
Puppy Bowl, known as “the 
world’s cutest sporting event” 
filled with “two hours of fuzzy 
faces, sloppy kisses and puppy 
penalties,” according the the 
Animal Planet website. 

Iris and Edwin, who have 
since been adopted, were flown 
to New York in October to film 
the puppy bowl. 

Now, several months later, 
these two former shelter 
pups are adjusting to their 
new lives. 

Edwin was adopted by a for-
mer Humane Society employ-
ee, and Iris found love with a 
family of four, Mattia said.

“They are both great pup-
pies,” Davidson said. “(The 
Puppy Bowl) is a great remind-

er that there are a lot of dogs 
who are homeless through no 
fault of their own.”

Animal Planet has called 
the event “television’s original 
adoption extravaganza.”

This is not the first time a 
puppy from HSFN has compet-
ed in the largest puppy football 
event of the year.

Last year, Noodle, a dachs-
hund mix; Sully, a terrier mix 
and Maggie, a spaniel mix, all 
played in the game. 

And dogs came from Nashua 
for two years before them as well. 

Edwin and Iris will be at 
Anheuser Busch plant in Mer-
rimack from 2-5 p.m. on Su-
per Bowl Sunday, Feb. 4, for 
a viewing of their primetime 
television debut. Other Puppy 
Bowl alumni are expected to 
attend. 

Donations for HSFN’s pets 
awaiting adoption are appreciat-
ed, according to the organization.
Hannah LaClaire can be reached at 
594-1243 or hlaclaire@nashuatelegraph.
com.

Two local puppies to compete 
in Puppy Bowl

By HANNAH LaCLAIRE

Staff Writer
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Iris, left, and Edwin, two local puppies, will compete in this year’s Puppy Bowl.
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Teen Librarian Ashleey Norwood, above, assisted with coordinating the student art-
work display currently showing at the Nashua Public Library.


