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Sununu close to naming new justice
CONCORD – Gov. Chris Sununu is close to 

naming his pick for the New Hampshire Su-
preme Court to replace outgoing Chief Justice 
Linda Dalianis.

“We’d like to move forward as quickly as 
possible,” Sununu sad Wednesday during an 
Executive Council meeting.

Sununu’s Judicial Selection Commission is 

zeroing in on names of candidates to replace 
Dalianis, as well as possible picks for the next 
chief justice. 

Sununu said he’d like to have nominees be-
fore the Executive Council by early to mid-
February in order to allow Dalianis time to 
show the new justice the ropes.

Dalianis, a Nashua resident, announced ear-
lier this month that she plans to retire, and will 
be leaving the court in April. 

Sununu wants the new justice ready to start 

once Dalianis leaves.
Dalianis blazed a trail in New Hampshire’s 

judiciary, becoming the first  female Superior 
Court judge in 1980, the first female Superior 
Court chief justice in 2000, then the first fe-
male Supreme Court judge later that year, and 
the first female Supreme Court chief justice 
in 2010.

Damien Fisher can be reached at 594-1245 or dfisher@
nashuatelegraph.com or @Telegraph_DF.

By DAMIEN FISHER

Staff Writer

NEWS DIGEST
Hudson man 
nabbed in bust

NASHUA – Police on 
Tuesday took a Hudson 
man into custody for alleg-
edly distributing heroin in 
the area, police said.

Tyler Greenleaf, 24, of 
533 Abbott Farm Lane, 
was charged with one 
count of sale of a con-
trolled drug – heroin, a 
Class B felony. 

Greenleaf waived ar-
raignment Wednesday in 
Hillsborough County Supe-
rior Court South, and was 
ordered held on $20,000 
cash or surety bail.

Police said Greenleaf’s 
arrest is the result of the 
ongoing investigation con-
ducted by the department’s 
Narcotics Intelligence Unit 
into the distribution of 
heroin in Nashua.

Sununu in favor 
of marriage bill

CONCORD – New 
Hampshire Republican 
Gov. Chris Sununu says he 
supports raising the age at 
which residents can marry 
in the state to 16.

Existing law allows 
girls to get married at 
13 and boys at 14 if they 
have court and parental 
approval.

Sununu also said 
Wednesday in a letter to 
the House Children and 
Family Law Committee he 
supports a bill that would 
prohibit judges from 
authorizing marriages in 
cases where sex between 
the parties would consti-
tute sexual assault.

He said he encourages 
legislation that requires 
clear and convincing evi-
dence in the best interest 
of the minor for judicial 
authorization of the mar-
riages of 16- and 17-year-
olds.

Sununu said as the 
father of three young 
children, he says children 
don’t have the “lived 
experiences” to make an 
important lifelong decision 
such as marriage.

Office counts 394 
overdose deaths

CONCORD – The New 
Hampshire Medical Exam-
iner’s Office says so far, 
it has counted 394 drug 
overdose deaths in 2017, a 
drop from 485 in 2016.

The drop is the first in 
five years.

The Office of Chief Med-
ical Examiner says there 
are 91 cases from 2017 
that are pending toxicol-
ogy results and a review. It 
is projecting 450 overdose 
deaths for the year.

The leading cause of 
drug deaths in the state 
has been traced to fen-
tanyl overdoses.

Defamation case 
over swastika out

NORTH HAVERHILL 
– A judge has dismissed 
a defamation lawsuit by a 
New Hampshire antiques 
shop owner who said she 
was run out of business 
for displaying an old 
flour sack with a swastika 
symbol.

Nicole Guida closed 
her shop in Littleton, New 
Hampshire, last year. 
She alleged she got poor 
reviews and declining 
sales after Katherine Fer-
rier took to social media 
to denounce her display 
of a 1912 pre-Nazi era 
flour sack from the Lucky 
Flour company with the 
symbol.

The lawsuit said Ferrier 
called Guida a racist and 
anti-Semite. Ferrier said 
her comments are pro-
tected by the U.S. and New 
Hampshire constitutions.

The Caledonian Record 
reports Guida’s attorney 
withdrew in December, 
citing unspecified ethical 
reasons. She didn’t meet a 
Jan. 2 deadline to replace 
him.

Guida didn’t immedi-
ately respond to a mes-
sage seeking comment 
Wednesday.

NASHUA – A Superior 
Court judge has sched-
uled a February sentenc-
ing hearing for Randall 
Carlson, the 26-year-old 
New Ipswich man who 
was convicted of one mis-
demeanor assault charge 

and acquitted of two other 
charges at a jury trial.

Jurors deliberated for 
roughly two hours last 
week before returning a 
guilty verdict on one count 
of simple assault, a Class 
A misdemeanor, which ac-
cused Carlson of punching 
a female intimate partner 
in the head in August 2016.

But the jury found Carl-
son not guilty on the most 
serious charge – second-
degree assault-domestic 
violence, a Class B felony 
– along with a second Class 
A misdemeanor charge of 
simple assault-domestic 
violence.

The case went to the jury 
toward the end of the sec-

ond day of trial, which took 
place in Hillsborough Coun-
ty Superior Court South.

Judge Charles Temple, 
who presided over the pro-
ceedings, scheduled Carl-
son’s sentencing for 9 a.m. 
on Feb. 12 in the Nashua 
court.

Carlson, who was rep-
resented by Attorney Paul 

Borchardt, remains free on 
bail pending sentencing.

The prosecutor, Assis-
tant County Attorney Kent 
Smith, raised no objection 
to the bail terms.

Dean Shalhoup can be reached at 
594-1256, dshalhoup@nashua
telegraph.com or @Telegraph_
DeanS.

February sentencing set in New Ipswich assault 
By DEAN SHALHOUP

Senior Staff Writer
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O’Neill is
confirmed
as Child
Advocate

CONCORD – The New Hampshire 
Executive Council confirmed Gov. Chris 
Sununu’s choice of Moira O’Neill to be-
come the state’s first 
director of the Office of 
Child Advocate, despite 
objections from some 
members of the council.

“(She) will work tire-
lessly to improve our 
state’s commitment to 
the safety and well-be-
ing of our children,” Su-
nunu said.

O’Neill, a Maine resi-
dent who earned her Ph.D. studying 
child advocate and ombudsman-type 
offices throughout the United States, 
served in the Connecticut Office of the 
Child Advocate. 

“It is a great honor to be chosen to 
serve the children of New Hampshire 
as the first director of the Office of the 
Child Advocate,” O’Neill said in a state-
ment released after her confirmation. “It 
comes with a promise of transparency 
through scrutiny.”

O’Neill will have two staffers as part 
of her office to help investigate issues 
that arise. Her nomination was opposed 
by Republican councilors Joseph Ken-
ney and David Wheeler. Both Wheeler 
and Kenney wanted to see a New Hamp-
shire candidate get the job, and both men 
wanted a former judge they say was a 
candidate for the position. Sununu de-
clined to name all of the candidates in-
terviewed for the position. Wheeler said 
the process should have brought out the 
best candidate.

“I don’t feel that’s the case here,” 
Wheeler said. 

For his part, Kenney is afraid O’Neill’s 
inexperience in New Hampshire politics 
will leave her isolated in Concord, and 
render her office ineffective.

The Office of the Child Advocate was 
created as part of numerous recom-
mended reforms for New Hampshire 
following an independent review of the 
Division of Children Youth & Families in 
the wake of two child deaths.

Last year, The Center for the Support 
of Families released its report finding 
that DCYF failed to protect children in 
its system from the risk of harm, and 
that many cases with facts supporting 
abuse or neglect were closed as unfound-
ed by DCYF.

The report was commissioned by the 
state after two young children were 
murdered. Nashua’s Brielle Gage was 3 
in 2014 when her mother, Katlyn Marin, 
beat her to death for reportedly getting 

“The fairest thing we can 
experience is the mysterious. 
It is the fundamental emotion 
which stands at the cradle 
of true art and true science. 
He who knows it not and no 
longer wonders, no longer 
feels amazement, is as good as 
dead, a snuffed-out candle.” – 
Albert Einstein

In 1937, “You Can’t Take 
It With You” by Moss Hart 
and George Kaufman won 
the Pulitzer Prize in Drama. 
The play ran on Broadway 
for two years and 838 per-
formances that, for the first 
time, coincided with the 1938 
Frank Capra film that made 
Jimmy Stewart a bona fide 
star – before “Mr. Smith Goes 
to Washington” (1939) and “It’s 
A Wonderful Life” (1946). The 
classic love story centers on 
the clash between two families 
– the granddaughter Alice’s 
eccentric, free-spirited, un-
conventional Sycamore family 
and her fiance’s privileged and 
proper family. 

The play celebrates the fact 
that creativity often challeng-

es convention at the risk of 
belonging – a perfect window 
into the unconventional edu-
cational setting of Nashua’s 
Academy for Science and 
Design, winner of the 2017 
National Blue Ribbon Award – 
the only New Hampshire high 
school to ever receive this 
prestigious award. 

Last November, ASD Direc-
tor Jennifer Cava and school 
administrator Amy Bewley 
travelled to Washington, 
D.C., to receive the award 
and meet U.S. Secretary of 

Education Betsy Devos, join-
ing award-winning adminis-
trators from 300 public and 
private schools from across 
the United States.

With an enrollment of 550, 
grades 6-12, ASD is a public 
charter school with a blind 
admission policy decided by a 
lottery. Half the student body 
is from Nashua, the other half 
includes students from more 
than 30 other towns, some rural 
but most reflecting the broader 
region’s economic interest in 
science/technology-based in-
dustry. Founded just a decade 
ago, and funded by state taxes 
that amount to half the funding 
of other public schools along 
with donations from nearly 
half of their students’ families, 
ASD has done more with less, 
exceeding state and national 
averages in its ACE, SAT, AP 
score and rankings. 

But the story of ASD lies be-
neath those numbers – in the 
innovative approach to educa-
tion that is student-centered 
and innovative. 

Blue Ribbon Academy merges scientific 
humanities and humanistic science

Interlocking
Photo courtesy of THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCE AND DESIGN

Students perform in a production of “You Can’t Take It With You” at the Academy of Science and Design.
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By DAMIEN FISHER

Staff Writer

NASHUA – Eric Vio-
lette, the 34-year-old Nash-
ua man arrested Tuesday 
after a two-month police 
investigation into a resi-
dential burglary, waived 

Superior Court arraign-
ment Wednesday and was 
ordered jailed on cash bail.

Violette, of 4 Williams 
Court, is charged with one 
count each of theft, a Class 
A felony, and burglary, a 
Class B felony, police said. 

Members of the depart-

ment’s Problem Orientat-
ed Policing Unit took Vio-
lette into custody around 
9 p.m. Tuesday. Police said 
a warrant had been issued 
for his arrest.

The issuance of the war-
rant capped the investi-
gation that began when 

police took a report of a 
residential burglary on 
Nov. 9.

Police didn’t list the ad-
dress, but said jewelry and 
other personal items were 
stolen. They said detec-
tives were able to recover 
the stolen items during the 

course of the investiga-
tion, which ultimately led 
them to Violette as their 
suspect.

Dean Shalhoup can be reached at 
594-1256, dshalhoup@nashua
telegraph.com or @Telegraph_
DeanS.

Arrest made Tuesday in Nashua burglary
By DEAN SHALHOUP

Senior Staff Writer

D. QUINCY WHITNEY
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