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Social media tiff leads to altercation
MANCHESTER – A Nashua man allegedly 

brought a gun to a meeting meant to settle 
what had been a social media dispute.

Nicholas Richer, 23, agreed to show up at 
the parking lot of the Texas Roadhouse in 
Manchester Tuesday night to fight a 22-year-
old man he had been arguing with on social 
media, according to police. Police say both 

Richer and the victim notified several friends 
about the fight, so numerous people were 
there when the incident occurred.

Police say the victim and his 23-year-old 
girlfriend were seated in the victim’s pick-
up truck when Richer allegedly pulled his 
BMW in front of their truck and approached 
the vehicle with a gun in his hand. Richer 
had pointed his Glock 19 at the windshield, 
so the victim placed his vehicle in reverse 
and attempted to flee the area. Both victims 

felt Richer was going to shoot them, be-
cause he kept the gun pointed at the vehicle 
as he ran after the moving car, according 
to police.

One of the victim’s friends used his car to 
strike Richer to prevent a possible shooting. 
The impact of the vehicle caused Richer to 
fall to the ground and lose control of his hand-
gun, police said.

By DAMIEN FISHER

Staff Writer

NEWS DIGEST
Former Milford 
woman charged

MILFORD, Conn. – 
Authorities in Connecti-
cut have arrested a New 
Hampshire woman on 
charges she fraudulently 
used a business credit 
card.

The Connecticut Post 
reports that 27-year-old 
Mary Thornton was an 
office manager at S.H. 
Acoustics in Milford when 
police said she allegedly 
used the credit card to 
rack up $106,000 in per-
sonal expenses.

Her former employer 
alerted police last May 
after receiving a report 
of suspicious credit card 
activity. Thornton, who 
was fired from the job and 
now lives in Lebanon, New 
Hampshire, was taken into 
custody on Tuesday and 
faces larceny charges.

It was not immediately 
known if she had retained 
an attorney.

Officials say they 
need more time

HAMPTON – Officials 
in Hampton, New Hamp-
shire, say they need more 
time to work on a lawsuit 
against the state regarding 
shared costs at Hampton 
Beach.

The Portsmouth Herald 
reports the town had set a 
Jan. 31 deadline for a law-
suit to be filed, but select-
men said Town Attorney 
Mark Gearreald was given 
until Feb. 14 to do so.

Town selectmen voted 
in September to authorize 
legal action regarding 
disputed costs and re-
sponsibilities at Hampton 
Beach, a portion of which 
is a state park. They say 
an unfair amount of costs 
has been placed on the 
town for services like 
police and fire, while the 
state collects money from 
the beach through parking 
fees and the rooms and 
meals tax.

Republican Gov. Chris 
Sununu says he’s open to 
working with Hampton 
officials to improve rela-
tions.

Man guilty of 
weapons charges

CONCORD – A man has 
been convicted in New 
Hampshire of receiving 
guns and hand grenades 
as part of a plot to kill his 
ex-wife’s husband, a fed-
eral judge, and a former 
Massachusetts attorney 
general.

A jury on Tuesday 
found 69-year-old Edward 
McLarnon, of Malden, 
Massachusetts, guilty of 
receiving firearms with 
intent to commit murder, 
plus several weapons and 
explosive charges.

Evidence showed that 
McLarnon contacted an 
arms dealer who was actu-
ally an undercover FBI 
agent in 2015. McLarnon 
paid $700 for the weapons 
and was taken into custody 
shortly afterward.

Driver charged  
in hit and run

EPPING – Police in New 
Hampshire have charged 
a driver with a hit-and-run 
crash at a convenience 
store that left a woman 
with life-threatening 
injuries.

Police in Epping ar-
rested 55-year-old Andrea 
Rich on a charge alleging 
conduct after an accident. 
It wasn’t immediately 
known if Rich had a law-
yer She has an unlisted 
phone number.

They said they found 
a woman at about 3:50 
a.m. Wednesday on the 
ground in the parking lot 
of a Dunkin’ Donuts/Extra 
Mart on Route 125. Police 
said she was walking 
on the south side of the 
Dunkin’ Donuts and was 
struck by a pickup truck. 
The driver allegedly got 
out, then got back in and 
left.

By The Associated Press

NASHUA – A smoky 
basement fire that filled the 
upper floors of a downtown 
business and residential 
building with smoke Tues-
day night caused residents 
a few anxious moments, 
but firefighters quelled the 
flames in short order and 
nobody was hurt, officials 
said Wednesday.

Deputy Fire Chief Kev-
in Kerrigan said crews 
were summoned around 

9:30 p.m. to the Currier 
Building at 68 E. Pearl St. 
by a combination of phone 
calls and the activation of 
the building’s master fire 
alarm box.

A third engine and sec-
ond ladder truck were 
promptly dispatched, their 
crews joining those from 
the two engines and ladder 
truck that were initially 
sent to the scene.

Kerrigan said Engine 
4 out of the East Hollis 

Basement fire fills downtown building with smoke
By DEAN SHALHOUP

Senior Staff Writer

Former area 
youth coach
is sentenced

CONCORD – A former youth sports 
coach is going to prison for 25 years af-
ter pleading guilty to producing child 
pornography.

Acting U.S. Attorney John Farley an-
nounced Wednesday that Matthew Riehl, 
25, of Goffstown, was sentenced to 25 
years in federal prison for producing 
child pornography.

“This 25-year sentence demonstrates 
that those who use the Internet to prey 
on young victims will be prosecuted to 
the fullest extent of the law,” Farley said.

According to court documents and 
statements in court, Riehl coached youth 
sports teams in Goffstown. Between 
July 2015 and August 2016, while posing 
as a teenage girl, he contacted his male 
victims using social media accounts, in-
cluding Instagram, Snapchat and KIK 
Messenger, and persuaded his victims 
to take sexually explicit photographs of 
themselves and send them to him.

“It is a sad fact of modern life that 
some individuals adopt false identities 
on the Internet in order to manipulate 
and exploit their young victims,” Farley 
said.

According to the court record, when 
some of the victims sent pictures that 
were not sexually explicit, Riehl worked 
to convince them to take photographs 
showing more sexually explicit conduct. 
In some instances, Riehl was able to co-
erce the victims to send explicit photo-
graphs by threatening to post on social 
media photographs that the victims pre-
viously sent to him.

On Aug. 31, 2016, a search warrant was 
executed at the Riehl’s  home in Goffs-
town, and his cell phone was seized. A 
forensic examination of the phone by 
the New Hampshire Internet Crimes 
Against Children Task Force revealed 
approximately 500 photographs of mi-
nor boys, in various states of dress, in-
cluding examples of child pornography, 
Farley said. Numerous photographs de-
picted individuals who were members of 
teams Riehl had coached.

“I commend the bravery of the vic-
tims and their families who cooperated 
with this investigation and encourage all 
parents to speak to their children about 
the dangers that lurk on the Internet,” 
Farley said.

Riehl will serve 25 years in federal 
prison, followed by 15 years of super-
vised release. He also is required to reg-
ister as a sex offender for life.
Damien Fisher can be reached at 594-1245 or 
dfisher@nashuatelegraph.com or @Telegraph_DF.

“Without tradition, our lives 
would be as shaky as a fiddler 
on the roof.” – Tevye, “Fiddler 
on the Roof”

The theme of “Fiddler on 
the Roof” is about holding on 
to tradition – but also the need 
to break with tradition, to 
transform it by creating new 
traditions. 

In a visceral sense, virtuoso 
violinist Kelly Hall-Tompkins, 
guest soloist performing the 
Beethoven Violin Concerto in 
D Major last Saturday night 
with Symphony NH, who was 
“the fiddler” for 13 months on 
Broadway, lived that tension 
between honoring tradition 
and breaking it each night.  
As concert mistress, Hall-
Tompkins performed all those 
famous tunes from the dark-
ness of the orchestra pit while 
actor Jesse Kovarsky, acted as 
the “fiddler” on stage. 

She must have yearned to 
put her mark on the music as 
if she could play it on stage. In 
fact, over the past year since 
leaving the production, Hall-
Tompkins did just that, orches-
trating these famous melodies 
for solo violin and making 
them her own in a new album 
released two days ago – The 
Fiddler Expanding Tradition. 

But a decade ago, long be-
fore she dreamt of Broadway, 
Hall-Tompkins bucked tradi-
tion by bringing her music to 
soup kitchens and shelters. 
Last week, she performed her 
93rd “Music Kitchen – Food 
for the Soul” concert at the 
Nashua Soup Kitchen. 

The issues of visibility and 
voice – and access – echo 
through the traditions of the 
classical music world – and 
certainly no more dramati-
cally than for Guest Conduc-
tor Roderick Cox, hailed by 
the Minnesota Orchestra as a 
“trailblazer.”  The day before 
conducting Beethoven with 
Hall-Tompkins, Cox learned 
he had been accepted into the 
Malko Competition For Young 
Composers in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, to take place in 
April. 

Symphony NH: Breaking tradition
by transforming it

Music Unites
Courtesy photo by MARC THAYER

Conductor Roderick Cox, soloist Kelly Hall-Tompkins, Marc Thayer, executive director of Sym-
phony NH pose for a recent photo.

By DAMIEN FISHER

Staff Writer

NASHUA – A hearing is 
now scheduled for Thurs-
day afternoon in Hills-
borough County Superior 
Court South on the plea 
agreement reached by 

parties in the online sex-
solicitation case of former 
Nashua High School South 
teacher Bruce Lanctot.

Lanctot, 42, of 25 Stark 
St., Apt. 0, is expected to 
enter guilty pleas to charg-
es that accuse him of send-
ing nude photos of himself 

to juvenile NHS South 
students and soliciting sex 
through social media sites 
in 2015 and early 2016.

The hearing is set for 1:30 
p.m. in the Nashua court.

Court documents show 
that Lanctot and his law-
yer, Attorney William A. 

Korman, filed a notice of 
intent to plead guilty on 
Jan. 26.

The parties agreed to 
a “capped plea” arrange-
ment, meaning that each 
side presents a sentence 
recommendation to the 
judge, who then decides 

the exact sentence.
Documents indiate the 

defense is recommending 
Lanctot serve 2 1/2 years 
in state prison, while pros-
ecutors recommend he 
serve 5 years.

Former Nashua teacher reaches plea deal
By DEAN SHALHOUP

Senior Staff Writer
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Nashua firefighters bring in large fans to clear the Currier Block of smoke after 
bringing Tuesday night’s basement fire under control. Officials said the fire started 
in a trash container. No injuries were reported.FIRE | PAGE 4
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