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NEWS DIGEST
Litchfield police 
seeking suspect

LITCHFIELD – Police 
say a librarian investigat-
ing a loud bang in the 
basement of the town’s 
library Tuesday ended up 
confronting an alleged 
intruder – and promptly 
chased him off.

An activated “panic 
alarm” summoned officers 
to the Aaron Cutler Memo-
rial Library on Charles 
Bancroft Highway around 
1 p.m., police said. Upon 
arrival, they spoke with 
the librarian, who recount-
ed her experience.

She said that upon hear-
ing the noise, she traced it 
to the building’s basement, 
where she suddenly “ob-
served a male” allegedly 
attempting to gain access 
to the building, police said.

The librarian told police 
she also noticed a base-
ment window had been 
kicked in. Police said she 
then “hit the panic button,” 
referring to the building’s 
security system, and “told 
the suspect to leave.”

He did so, taking off on 
foot and fleeing the area.

The librarian caught 
a partial glimpse of the 
suspect, police said, and 
described him has having 
facial hair, and wearing 
blue jeans and a baseball 
cap. 

Officers processing the 
scene determined the sus-
pect had gained access to 
a shed, from which he al-
legedly took a Dell desktop 
computer and monitor.

Police ask that anyone 
who may have seen some-
thing suspicious around 
that time to contact the 
department at  603-424-
4047.

One person dead in 
mobile home fire

FARMINGTON – Au-
thorities say an off-duty 
firefighter tried to enter a 
burning mobile home in 
New Hampshire, but flames 
and heavy smoke pushed 
him back out. They later 
found one person had died.

The victim’s identity 
was not released Wednes-
day in the Farmington fire. 
It was reported at about 
6:15 a.m. on Route 11. Fire 
Chief James Reinert said 
an off-duty firefighter 
arrived and tried to enter, 
but flames and heavy 
smoke pushed him back 
out.

The cause of the fire is 
under investigation. State 
police detectives and in-
vestigators from the state 
Fire Marshal’s Office were 
at the scene.

The body was discov-
ered in the rear of the 
trailer in what’s believed 
to have been the bedroom.

Grant to help 
pregnant women

LEBANON – Dart-
mouth-Hitchcock Medical 
Center is getting a $2.7 
million federal grant to 
provide screening and 
treatment for pregnant 
women with opioid use 
disorders.

The money is being 
provided through federal 
legislation to prevent and 
treat drug abuse. The  21st 
Century Cures Act was 
signed into law by then-
President Barack Obama 
in 2016. It authorizes giv-
ing states $1 billion over 
two years.

Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
says the grant will assist 
seven maternity care 
practices around the state 
in developing programs to 
help pregnant and newly 
postpartum women. The 
funding continues through 
June 2019.

Care sites include Keene, 
Nashua, Bedford, Berlin, 
Laconia, Littleton, and 
Dover. Psychiatric consul-
tation, recovery coaching, 
and case management 
services will be offered.

Moms in Recovery, 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock’s 
addiction treatment pro-
gram in Lebanon, serves 
as a model for the state-
wide program.

By Dean Shalhoup and 
The Associated Press
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Jessica Diggins, left, and Kikkan Randall celebrate after winning the gold medal in the women’s team sprint freestyle cross-country 
skiing final at the 2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, South Korea, on Wednesday.

Power of Team
U.S. Women’s cross-country duo make 
history, win gold at Winter Olympics

“We are dreamers. But we 
are also believers.  It’s crazy 
how much confidence you can 
get from a teammate’s success 
if you allow yourself to stand 
beside them.” – Sadie Bjornsen

Just 24 hours ago, Kikkan 
Randall and Jesse Diggins won 
gold medals in the team sprint 
freestyle cross-country skiing 
final at PyeongChang – the 
first Olympic gold medal for 
the Americans in nordic ski 
history.

The win is a victory for the 
entire  women’s  cross-country 
team that has focused on team 
spirit for more than a decade 
in the most solitary of winter 
sports. The remarkable jour-
ney of this American team can 
be summed up in three words 
– purpose, perseverance and 
patience.

More than a decade in 
the making, the Team USA 
women’s cross-country ski 
team – with three Dart-
mouth alumnae – has had its 
most successful season yet. 
According to Peggy Shinn, 
who reports on Olympics for 
TeamUSA.org, and has fol-
lowed this team since 2012, 
their surprising catalyst – in 
the most solitary of sports – 

is camaraderie and team-
work. 

World Class: The Making of 
the U.S. Women’s Cross-Coun-
try Ski Team, (ForeEdge, 2018) 
released this month, tells their 
story.  Shinn interviewed team 
members five-time Olympian 
Randall, Liz Stephen, Dig-
gins, Sadie Bjornsen, the 
now-retired Holly Brooks and 
Dartmouth’s Sophie Caldwell 
2012; Ida Sargent 2011; and 
Rosie Brennan 2011 – as well 
as many family members and 
friends.

One of the most invisible 
and unsung of winter sports is 
also the toughest. 

D. QUINCY WHITNEY

Jessica Diggins, right, and Kikkan Randall celebrate after win-
ning the gold medal in the women’s team sprint freestyle cross-
country skiing final.

The win is a victory for the entire  women’s  cross-country team that has focused on team spirit for 
more than a decade in the most solitary of winter sports. The remarkable journey of this American team 
can be summed up in three words – purpose, perseverance and patience.
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