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Ham and bean
dinner is Saturday
NASHUA – Main Street
United Methodist Church,
154 Main St. in Nashua,
will host its ﬁrst ham and
bean supper of the new
year from 4:30-7 p.m. on
Saturday. Other suppers
will be on the ﬁrst Saturday of April and May. As
always, the meal features
ham, two kinds of beans,
coleslaw, potato salad, a
beverage, bread and pie.
Special pricing is available
for seniors and children.
The event is in the vestry
of the church, which is
wheelchair accessible
from the back parking lot.

Chamber planning
meeting on tap
MERRIMACK – The
newly re-invented Merrimack Chamber will host
a meeting to plan ways
to beneﬁt members, as
well as plan for its 90th
Anniversary Celebration
at 5:30 p.m. on March 28 at
the Courtyard by Marriott,
2200 Southwood Drive
in Nashua. The event is
open to all members and
prospective members.
For more information,
visit www.merrimackchamber.org.

NHVegFest slated
for 9 a.m. April 14
MANCHESTER – The
6th annual NHVegFest at
Manchester Community
College is set for 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. on April 14.
NHVegFest is a festival
to celebrate veganism in
New Hampshire. Admission is free, and there is
plenty of free parking.
There will be food tables
from local vegan restaurants, where lunch and
desserts will be available.

Skating exhibition
is 2 p.m. March 11
GOFFSTOWN – The
Synchro Stars Synchronized Skating team annual
exhibition is set for 2 p.m.
March 11 at Sullivan
Arena – Saint Anselm College in Goffstown.
Tickets are $5 if attendees bring a non-perishable
item to donate to the
Nashua Soup Kitchen.
This family friendly
event will include some of
New Hampshire’s brightest ﬁgure skating stars,
including the Synchro
Stars Synchronized Skating teams.
For additional information, SynchroStars.org.

NAMI offering
education course
NASHUA – The National
Alliance on Mental Illness
will be offering a free
12-week class starting at 6
p.m. Monday at 1 Concord
St.
This is an educational
course is for families,
partners and friends of
individuals with mental
health issues.
The classes are structured to help caregivers
understand and support
individuals with serious mental illness while
maintaining their own
well-being. Many family members describe
the program as life
changing.
For additional information or to register, contact
Pam Burns at 603-888-6219
or parburns@gmail.com.

Chamber seminar
slated for March 7
AMHERST – The
Souhegan Chamber of
Commerce will be offering a seminar, Start Up
Essentials: What Every
Small Business Owner
Needs to Know for Success, from 8:30-10:30 a.m.
on March 7 at the Chamber ofﬁce, 69 Route 101A
in Amherst.
If you are a small business owner, considering
opening a new business or
buying an existing business, this seminar will be a
valuable resource.

IT MATTERS
Beowulf and the Dragon:
Why we need storytelling

“The story – from Rapunzel
to War and Peace – is one of
the basic tools invented by the
human mind, for the purpose
of gaining understanding.
There have been great societies that did not use the wheel,
but there have been no societies that did not tell stories” –
Ursula K. Le Guin (1979, p. 30)
In “The Beautiful Mystery,”
a murder mystery that takes
place in a monastery, celebrated writer Louise Penny closes
her book with a tale:
“One of the elders told him
that when he was a boy his
grandfather came to him one
day and said that two wolves
were ﬁghting inside him. One
was gray, the other black. The
gray one wanted his grandfather to be courageous, and
patient and kind. The other, the
black one, wanted his grandfather to be fearful and cruel.
This upset the boy and he
thought about it for a few days
and then returned to his grandfather. He asked: ‘Grandfather,
which of the wolves will win?’
The grandfather told the
boy: “The one I feed.”
It matters what we teach
– and old tales, polished and
reﬁned in thousands of years

D. QUINCY WHITNEY
of storytelling have much to
offer us today. “Beowulf,” perhaps the oldest surviving long
poem in English literature,
interweaves themes of loyalty,
reputation, generosity, hospitality, envy and revenge in the
characters of an epic tale of a
warrior ﬁghting a dragon.
Odds Bodkins, called the
“consummate storyteller”
by the New York Times, has
spent his career telling stories
– in Off-Broadway shows at
the Lincoln Center and at
the White House, but also in
schools and organizations like
IBM and Target that commission original performances.
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Integrating scientiﬁc evidence, evolutionary theory, linguistics, artiﬁcial intelligence,
game theory, anthropology, economics, neurophysiology, philosophy, and psychology,
Boyd summarizes his ﬁndings: “In retrospect, the 20th Century can be seen as a giant
experiment by the human race to ﬁnd out what could be accomplished if organizations
treated people as things and communicated to them in abstractions, numbers and analysis, rather than through people-friendly communications such as stories. Employees became ‘human resources’ to be mined ... customers became ‘demand,’ or ‘consumers,’ or
‘eyeballs,’ to be manipulated, rather than living, feeling human beings to be delighted.”
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