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“You have to write the story 
that wants to be written. And if 
the book would be too difficult 
for grown-ups, you write it for 
children.” 

– Madeleine L’Engle 

If this statement sounds con-
tradictory or, at the very least, 
contrary to expectation, wel-
come to the world of Madeleine 
L’Engle. 

Tomorrow Disney will release 
its 2018 film of L’Engle’s clas-
sic “Wrinkle in Time,” directed 
by Ava DuVernay, and starring 
Oprah Winfrey, Reese With-
erspoon, Mindy Kaling, Storm 
Reid, Zach Galifianakis and 
Chris Pine.

A curious New Hampshire 
connection is that Jennifer Lee, 
a graduate of the University 
of New Hampshire – the first 
female director of a Walt Disney 
Animation Studios feature 
film and winner of the Acad-
emy Award for Best Animated 
Feature for “Frozen” – also is an 
avid L’Engle  enthusiast selected 
to write the screen play for 
“Wrinkle.”    Written 
in 1959, “Wrinkle in Time” was 
rejected by 26 publishers even 
though L’Engle already had pub-
lished six books. It found a home 
with Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 
which eventually published it 
as its first children’s book in 
1962. “Wrinkle” won the 1963 
Newbery Medal, the Sequoyah 
Book Award, the Lewis Carroll 
Shelf Award, and was runner-up 
for the Hans Christian Andersen 
Award. It has been published in 
countless editions – 10 million 
copies – and has never been out 
of print. Yet, from the start, it 
was a problematic bestseller. 

“Wrinkle” baffled editors, defied 
trends and ignored the market. 
It didn’t fit any category and 
took on difficult topics like good 
and evil. 

Was it for children or adults? 
Was it science fiction? If so, why 
was there a female protagonist? 
Wasn’t it just a bit too philo-
sophical?  

To add to the puzzle, Meg 
Murry was not the classic hero-
ine: She was plain, awkward, 
insecure and outspoken, pain-
fully aware of her faults, but 
also memorable as her faults 
eventually save her life. One 
editor called the book “distinctly 
odd.” To add to the enigma, 
“Wrinkle” became one of the 
most celebrated – and banned – 
books of the American Library 
Association, at 23rd among the 
most frequently challenged 
books of the 1990s.  

Christians called it “anti-
Christ;” others called it “too 
religious.” 

L’Engle’s response: “If we 
are looking for life and love and 
openness and growth, we are 
likely to find them. If we are 
looking for witchcraft and evil, 

we’ll likely find them.” 
Meanwhile, L’Engle battled 

for decades with producers who 
kept trying to rewrite the story, 
omit certain characters or con-
vert it from a science story to a 
science fiction story– but L’Engle 
stood her ground.

The idea for the book began 
with three characters on a 
summer camping trip out west: 
“We drove through a world of 
deserts and buttes and leafless 
mountains, wholly new and alien 
to me. Suddenly into my mind 
came the names Mrs. Whatsit, 
Mrs. Who, and Mrs. Which.” 

At the same time, L’Engle 
happened to be reading the 
“new” quantum physics. The 
two merged not because L’Engle 
knew what she was doing, but 
precisely because she entered 
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NASHUA – Matthew 
Michaud, the 28-year-old 
Nashua man charged with 
several offenses, includ-
ing negligent homicide, 
after his car struck and 
fatally injured a motorcy-
clist in 2015, is set to go to 
trial next week – but only 
on one charge of falsify-
ing physical evidence.

Just as jury selection 
was beginning earlier 
this week for Michaud’s 
trial, prosecutors elected 
to drop the two negligient 
homicide charges, leaving 
just the falsifying evidence 
charge on which to take 
Michaud to trial.

The charge, a Class B 
felony, accuses Michaud 
of destroying files on his 
cellphone, allegedly with 
the purpose to impede the 
police investigation into 
the crash, according to the 
indictment.

First Assistant County 
Attorney Kent Smith said 
Wednesday that he and 
Assistant County Attorney 
Lin Li decided to drop the 
two charges for the time 
being, as they await the 
results of further forensic 
examination of Michaud’s 
cellphone to determine, 
Smith said, if any new evi-
dence comes out of the ex-
amination.

One of the negligent 
homicide charges was 
the subject of a Febru-
ary hearing at which Mi-
chaud’s lawyers, attor-
neys Paul Borchardt and 
Kara Simard, moved for 
dismissal.

Judge Jacalyn Colburn 
later denied the motion, 
Smith said Wednesday.

Michaud’s trial on the 
falsifying evidence charge 
is scheduled to begin 
Wednesday, March 14, in 
Hillsborough County Su-
perior Court South, and is 
estimated to run for three 
days.

The crash, which oc-
curred on Aug. 19, 2015, 
on Dracut Road in Hudson 
just north of the Hudson-
Tyngsborough town line, 
involved Michaud’s 1998 
Audi and a 2014 full-size 
Harley Davidson operated 
by Tyngsborough resident 
David J. Swierk.

Swierk, 62, sustained 
severe injuries and was 
flown to a Boston hospital 
for treatment. He suc-
cumbed to the injuries on 
Sept. 1.

The negligent homicide 
charges accused Michaud 
of gross negligence, and 
negligent driving due to 
being distracted by his 
cellphone.
Dean Shalhoup can be reached at 
594-1256, dshalhoup@nashua 
telegraph.com or @Telegraph_DeanS.
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L’Engle’s World
‘Wrinkle in Time’ defied  

trends and ignored the market
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The damaged vehicle belonging to Nashua resident 
Matthew Michaud sits on the side of Dracut Road in 
Hudson following the August 2015 crash in which a mo-
torcyclist was killed. Two negligent homicide charges 
against Michaud have been dropped.
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Oprah Winfrey in a scene from Disney’s “A Wrinkle In Time.”

One of the many renditions of 
cover art featured on L’Engle’s 
“A Wrinkle In Time” since the  
genesis of its publication.
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NASHUA – Suddenly hearing the 
words “you’re under arrest” from a uni-
formed police officer startled 28-year-old 
Alan Williams, who on that fall evening a 
year and a half ago had just come out of 
a downtown Nashua bank after using the 
ATM.

Learning from the officer that the ar-
rest was due to an outstanding warrant 
didn’t help; Williams “had no recollection 
of a warrant at all,” his lawyer, attorney 
Daniel Donadio told a Superior Court 
judge this week.

“To be confronted with ‘you’re under 
arrest on a warrant’ ... Mr. Williams was 
scared,” Donadio said, adding that what 
happened next “is not typical of Mr. Wil-
liams’s behavior.”

The incident, which occurred outside 

of Bank of America, 151 Main St., the eve-
ning of Oct. 29, 2016, ended with Williams 
in police custody on one count each of pos-
session of a controlled drug and resisting 
arrest or detention.

The latter stemmed from Williams not 
complying with the officer’s commands 
to put his hands behind his back, accord-
ing to reports and statements made in 
court. When backup arrived, the two of-
ficers struggled to take Williams into cus-
tody, which, according to the prosecution, 
caused the three men to fall to the ground 
dangerously close to passing traffic.

This week’s proceeding, over which 
Judge Charles Temple presided, was Wil-
liams’s second plea and sentencing hear-
ing within a month. Unlike the first one, 
which was halted after Williams told pre-
siding Judge Tina Nadeau he’d decided to 
take the matter to trial, this one culiminat-
ed in Temple sentencing Williams to three 
days in Valley Street jail, to be served 
over the course of a weekend, in exchange 
for his guilty plea.

Temple imposed the sentence under 
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a weekend at Valley Street jail 
Court | Man initially charged 
with possession of a controlled 
drug and resisting arrest.
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