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Nashua man facing less
charge of falsifying evi
By DEAN SHALHOUP

Oprah Winfrey in a scene from Disney’s “A Wrinkle In Time.”

Senior Staff Writer

L’Engle’s World
‘Wrinkle in Time’ deﬁed
trends and ignored the market
“You have to write the story
that wants to be written. And if
the book would be too difﬁcult
for grown-ups, you write it for
children.”
– Madeleine L’Engle
If this statement sounds contradictory or, at the very least,
contrary to expectation, welcome to the world of Madeleine
L’Engle.
Tomorrow Disney will release
its 2018 ﬁlm of L’Engle’s classic “Wrinkle in Time,” directed
by Ava DuVernay, and starring
Oprah Winfrey, Reese Witherspoon, Mindy Kaling, Storm
Reid, Zach Galiﬁanakis and
Chris Pine.
A curious New Hampshire
connection is that Jennifer Lee,
a graduate of the University
of New Hampshire – the ﬁrst
female director of a Walt Disney
Animation Studios feature
ﬁlm and winner of the Academy Award for Best Animated
Feature for “Frozen” – also is an
avid L’Engle enthusiast selected
to write the screen play for
“Wrinkle.”
Written
in 1959, “Wrinkle in Time” was
rejected by 26 publishers even
though L’Engle already had published six books. It found a home
with Farrar, Straus and Giroux,
which eventually published it
as its ﬁrst children’s book in
1962. “Wrinkle” won the 1963
Newbery Medal, the Sequoyah
Book Award, the Lewis Carroll
Shelf Award, and was runner-up
for the Hans Christian Andersen
Award. It has been published in
countless editions – 10 million
copies – and has never been out
of print. Yet, from the start, it
was a problematic bestseller.
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“Wrinkle” bafﬂed editors, deﬁed
trends and ignored the market.
It didn’t ﬁt any category and
took on difﬁcult topics like good
and evil.
Was it for children or adults?
Was it science ﬁction? If so, why
was there a female protagonist?
Wasn’t it just a bit too philosophical?
To add to the puzzle, Meg
Murry was not the classic heroine: She was plain, awkward,
insecure and outspoken, painfully aware of her faults, but
also memorable as her faults
eventually save her life. One
editor called the book “distinctly
odd.” To add to the enigma,
“Wrinkle” became one of the
most celebrated – and banned –
books of the American Library
Association, at 23rd among the
most frequently challenged
books of the 1990s.
Christians called it “antiChrist;” others called it “too
religious.”
L’Engle’s response: “If we
are looking for life and love and
openness and growth, we are
likely to ﬁnd them. If we are
looking for witchcraft and evil,

One of the many renditions of
cover art featured on L’Engle’s
“A Wrinkle In Time” since the
genesis of its publication.
we’ll likely ﬁnd them.”
Meanwhile, L’Engle battled
for decades with producers who
kept trying to rewrite the story,
omit certain characters or convert it from a science story to a
science ﬁction story– but L’Engle
stood her ground.
The idea for the book began
with three characters on a
summer camping trip out west:
“We drove through a world of
deserts and buttes and leaﬂess
mountains, wholly new and alien
to me. Suddenly into my mind
came the names Mrs. Whatsit,
Mrs. Who, and Mrs. Which.”
At the same time, L’Engle
happened to be reading the
“new” quantum physics. The
two merged not because L’Engle
knew what she was doing, but
precisely because she entered
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NASHUA – Matthew
Michaud, the 28-year-old
Nashua man charged with
several offenses, including negligent homicide,
after his car struck and
fatally injured a motorcyclist in 2015, is set to go to
trial next week – but only
on one charge of falsifying physical evidence.
Just as jury selection
was beginning earlier
this week for Michaud’s
trial, prosecutors elected
to drop the two negligient
homicide charges, leaving
just the falsifying evidence
charge on which to take
Michaud to trial.
The charge, a Class B
felony, accuses Michaud
of destroying ﬁles on his
cellphone, allegedly with
the purpose to impede the
police investigation into
the crash, according to the
indictment.
First Assistant County
Attorney Kent Smith said
Wednesday that he and
Assistant County Attorney
Lin Li decided to drop the
two charges for the time
being, as they await the
results of further forensic
examination of Michaud’s
cellphone to determine,
Smith said, if any new evi- Dean Shalhoup can be
dence comes out of the ex- 594-1256, dshalhoup@
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