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Storm totals tip Nashua to fifth snowiest March 
NASHUA – With 19.3 inches of 

snow recorded in Nashua (Penni-
chuck), the fifth snowiest March 
on record for the city continues 
with another potential storm 
threat on tap for early next week.  

With this most recent 
nor’easter, there has now been 
34.3 inches of snowfall for the 
month of March. As it is, so far 
for a season total, Nashua is at 
81.4 inches of snow, whereas last 

year the city had 69.6 inches. 
“We got into a banding event 

Tuesday where basically east 

of the Merrimack River had 
heavier snowfall than the west, 
and when I say much heavier, 
it’s by a foot. West of the Merri-
mack generally got 12 inches to 
18 inches and to the east got 18 
inches to 28 inches,” said Doug 
Webster, senior meteorologist at 
Hometown Forecast Services in 
Nashua.

He said towns like Hudson, 
Windham, Londonderry and 
Derry received amounts that 
were generally around two feet 
or even a little more. 

“Rockingham County got the 
most snow in the west side of the 
county. The highest amount was 
in Deerfield at 28.6 inches,” Web-
ster said. 

City and road crews continued 
with cleanup efforts Wednes-
day, carving paths so pedestri-
ans could once again utilize the 
sidewalks. 

On Wednesday afternoon, 
Superintendent of Streets Jon 
Ibarra said crews were mainly 
focused on clearing the side-
walks after the bulk of the street 

cleanup was accomplished. He 
said approximately 65 vehicles 
were out Tuesday combating the 
storm. 

“It was challenging with the 
rate of snowfall, but we did an 
outstanding job. I have to compli-
ment my team here,” Ibarra said. 

With the potential for another 
sizeable storm forecast for early 
next week, Ibarra’s team may 
find themselves cleaning up all 
over again. 

By ADAM URQUHART
Staff Writer SNOW TOTALS

Nashua ......................19.3 inches
Milford ........................14.4 inches
Merrimack ..................... 23 inches
Derry ..........................26.8 inches
Windham ...................25.5 inches
Hudson .....................26.3 inches*

*Measured by Meteorologist 
Doug Webster.

Play away: Bedford musical opens Friday

Photo by LORETTA JACKSON

Forty-seven students from Ross A. Lurgio Middle School in Bedford, will present Disney’s ‘High School Musical, Jr.’ in the spa-
cious theater at Bedford High School, 47 Nashua Road, on Friday, March 16, at 7 p.m., and Saturday, March 17, at 2 p.m. and 7 
p.m. The seventh-grade and eighth-grade cast of performers is led by Director Laurel Devino. The play presents the story of bas-
ketball jock Troy Bolton, played by performer Owen Bresnahan, and the brainy Gabriella Montez, played by actress Mackenzie 
McCarthy, who, after meeting at a karaoke party, decide to shatter school norms by auditioning together for a musical. Sharpay 
and Ryan Evans, the theater twins, strike back at their new rivals and the whole school is thrown into chaos by the threat to their 
“Status Quo.” Don’t miss seeing Troy and Gabriella battle to win the part, and win over their friends, in the theatrical adaptation 
of the award-winning movie ‘High School Musical.’ Tickets at $10 for adults and $5 for students are available at the door or in 
advance: http://seatyourself.biz/rosslurgio.

Questions
on turf
linger prior
to meeting

HOLLIS – If everything goes accord-
ing to plan at tonight’s annual district 
meeting, students at Hollis Brookline 
High School will have a new, synthetic 
turf to play on. 

The field is the first of two bonded war-
rant articles to be discussed at the SAU 
41 COOP meeting, and would cost the 
district $1.6 million to install. The second 
warrant article is for a STEM and robot-
ics lab for $1.9 million.

However, while the superintendent 
and board called the field “desperately 
needed,” some residents are less than 
thrilled about the project. 

“I don’t think a lot of people know 
what we’re getting into,” said CJ Husk, 
a Hollis resident. An artificial turf, in a 
town surrounded by so much agricul-
ture, seems “very uncharacteristic,” he 
said.

Husk, who is on the Hollis Agri-
cultural Commission and the Beaver 
Brook Board of Trustees, is concerned 
about the cost of replacing the field in 
a few years, the potential toxicologi-
cal effects on the students and the en-
vironment from the chemicals in the 
synthetic turf, and also the land; the 
area abuts Beaver Brook and could po-
tentially drain into a wetland where an 
endangered species of salamander has 
been found. 

Superintendent Andrew Corey said 
the field will, admittedly, be costly to 
replace. The estimated life of synthetic 
turf is anywhere from 10 to 25 years. 
The replacement, Corey said will be be-
tween $4.50 and $6 per square foot of the 
80,000-square-foot field. 

The district has athletic and mainte-
nance trusts that the school can explore 
when that time comes, he said. 

The public concern over the toxicolog-
ical effects of the turf are valid: Crumb 
rubber, the most popular form of turf fill 
made from ground up used car tires, can 
contain chemicals such as acetone, arse-
nic, lead and dozens of others. 

By HANNAH LaCLAIRE
Staff Writer

SAU 41 vote  
set for tonight

Van Ostern challenges Gardner
CONCORD (AP) – The nation’s longest-

serving secretary of state and guardian 
of New Hampshire’s first-in-the-nation 
presidential primary is facing a serious 
challenger for the first time in decades – 
from within his own party.

Colin Van Ostern on Wednesday an-
nounced his campaign to unseat Secre-
tary of State Bill Gardner, who has been 
in office for 42 years. Van Ostern, 39, is a 
former member of the Executive Council 
who lost the 2016 gubernatorial race to 
Republican Chris Sununu.

Gardner, 69, is known for ensuring New 
Hampshire retains its place at the start 
of the presidential nominating calendar, 
but he has faced harsh criticism recently 
from fellow Democrats for serving on 
President Donald Trump’s commission on 
election fraud and for supporting Repub-
lican legislation to tighten voter registra-
tion rules.

Van Ostern said he has tremendous re-
spect for Gardner’s role in protecting the 

primary but there are other key issues 
more important than longevity.

“Our democracy is under new attacks 
today from corporate and political and 
foreign interests, and the best way we 
can preserve our primary for another 100 
years is to bring new, needed energy and 
commitment to this office’s other, equally 
important roles – like securing voter lists, 
increasing transparency, overseeing 
business services and protecting free and 
fair elections,” Van Ostern said at a news 
conference.

The Legislature will elect the secre-
tary of state in December, just before the 
start of the next two-year legislative ses-
sion. While Gardner has faced about half 
a dozen challengers over the years, Van 
Ostern’s plan to start a political commit-
tee that will aid candidates who share his 
views nine months before the vote is un-
precedented.

In contrast, Gardner doesn’t attend po-
litical events, endorse candidates or ac-

cept donations. He said he’s never used 
the office for politics, arguing that doing 
so would destroy the role of the office and 
the public’s trust in it.

For example, he described the more 
than 500 recounts he has overseen, in-
cluding more than 20 that came down to 
one vote.

“People have to trust that this is a place 
that is going to be fair and equal for ev-
erybody, and if you lose that ... if you let 
it out, you never get it back,” he said. “It’s 
gone.”

He also defended his role on the Re-
publican president’s voter fraud commis-
sion, which disbanded after asking states 
to provide public information from voter 
rolls, saying it was important to work 
with people he disagreed with and try 
to examine the issue. He argued that he 
shares many of the same overall goals of 
Democrats in terms of increasing voter 
turnout but the difference is in the “road-
map” to get there.

The Civics of Civility: The art of the question

“The man who never 
changes his mind is like 
still water and breeds 
reptiles of the mind.” – 
William Blake

Socrates, the most 
famous of teachers, was 
not renowned for what 
he taught but how he 
taught. He did not just 
focus on the question, he 
dwelled on it. 

In the wake of a ques-
tion lies a natural place 
of silence, a new space 
for pause, and hopefully, 
the room to think. And 
when there is room to 
think, there is room to 
stand in another person’s 
shoes, enhance empathy 
and understanding, coop-

erate, or collaborate, per-
haps even open a space 
– and a way – to navigate 
negotiation between dif-
ferent points of view. 

In 2007, a handful of 
philosophy students at 
Souhegan High School 
challenged their vision-
ary teacher Chris Brooks 
to create something that 
would allow them to take 
their questions outside 
the classroom, thereby 
birthing the first Eth-
ics Forum at Souhegan 
High School in 2009. 
The Ethics Forum began 
with students meeting 
after school and during 
the summer. This first 
forum mushroomed into 
the first HYPE (Host-

ing Young Philosophy 
Enthusiasts) student-led 
philosophy conference 
held in 2010 at Souhegan 
with 110 students. Each 
year the Forum chose a 
new topic. As interest in 
HYPE grew each year, 
the conference eventual-
ly moved to St. Anselm’s 
College. 

Young people can teach 
us about ourselves
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Souhegan High School philosophy teacher and HYPE founder Chris Brooks offers the 
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