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NEWS DIGEST
Nashua man  
is sentenced

CONCORD– A Nashua 
man has been sentenced 
to 18 months in prison for 
the illegal possession of 
firearms, according to at-
torney Scott Murray.

Ryan Faulconer, 25, 
purchased eight firearms in 
a two week period between 
April and May 2016. Ac-
cording to a statement from 
the Department of Justice, 
Faulconer lied when pur-
chasing the guns and stated 
he was not addicted to any 
controlled substances. 

However, by federal law, 
Faulconer was prohibited 
from possessing firearms 
due to an opioid addiction. 

Faulconer admitted his 
addiction to investigators 
in May 2016, but could 
only turn over one of the 
eight firearms and claimed 
the others had been stolen.

He pleaded guilty in 
October. After his 18 
month term, he will have 
an additional three years 
of supervised release. 

Faulconer was also 
listed as the “Fugitive of 
the Week” by the U.S. Mar-
shals exactly one year ago, 
wanted on an outstanding 
federal arrest warrant for 
violating bail conditions on 
a federal charge of being 
a felon in possession of a 
firearm. He was arrested 
nearly three months later 
for a separate incident. 

“In order to combat 
violent crime, we must 
ensure that guns do not 
fall into the wrong hands,” 
Murray said. “We will 
work closely with our law 
enforcement partners to 
enforce federal gun laws 
in order to keep our com-
munities safe.”

The Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives investigated the 
case as part of its Project 
Safe Neighborhoods initia-
tive, a federally-funded 
program intended to reduce 
gun violence through law 
enforcement training, public 
education, and aggressive 
law enforcement efforts to 
investigate and prosecute 
gun-related crimes, accord-
ing to the statement. 

Missing teen  
located safe

NASHUA – The missing 
teen Nashua Police issued 
a press release about 
Tuesday morning was 
later located. According to 
police, “The Nashua Police 
Department is pleased to 
report that 14-year-old, 
Taina Francisco has been 
located.”

No additional details 
were made available.

Man answer  
to arson charge 

NASHUA – A Weare 
man was arraigned at Hill-
sborough Superior Court 
South Monday on several 
charges, including arson. 

On Sunday, Nashua 
police arrested Zach-
ary Sweeney, 26, on an 
electronic bench warrant. 
That morning, officers 
responded to a Nashua 
address for the report of 
a domestic dispute, and 
learned during the dispute 
Sweeney lit an item on 
fire within the residence 
along with causing other 
property damage. 

Police said, the inves-
tigation was furthered 
by detectives assigned to 
the Special Investigations 
Division. A female known 
to Sweeney reported that 
he damaged several items 
that belonged to her, which 
includes the one lit on fire.

Lottery changes 
ad campaign

CONCORD (AP) — The 
New Hampshire Lottery 
Commission has replaced 
its “Luck Yeah!” ad cam-
paign with “Win Time” 
over concerns that the 
original phrase sounded 
like profanity.

At least one state of-
ficial, Republican Ex-
ecutive Councilor Russell 
Prescott, criticized the 
phrase last month after it 
started showing up online 
and in TV commercials.

Celestial
From the cosmos to the coral reef:
A tribute to mathematical women

 “She who influences the 
thought of her times, influ-
ences all times that follow. She 
has made her impression on 
eternity.” – Hypatia (415 A.D.)

Last night the earth passed 
through the Vernal Equi-
nox, that tipping point when 
the days and nights reach a 
momentary equilibrium, that 
moment when the earth is 
about to tip over to more light 
– a time of new light and new 
pathways. 

There is universal com-
munity under the sky. We see 
ourselves differently when 
we contemplate a constel-
lation of galaxies. When I 
visited an astrophotography 
exhibit last Friday night at 
the New Hampshire Institute 
of Art, I was reminded of one 
of the largest mass migra-
tions in human history – the 
2017 solar eclipse – that drew 
millions to watch the moon 
line up with the sun in a 70-
mile wide pathway stretch-
ing from Oregon to South 
Carolina – a cross-country 
celestial sweep that took a 
little over an hour. 

This unique event made me 
think of another pathway – this 
one across time – that links a 

lineage of 17th century female 
astronomers to the sky, women 
excluded from the “priest-
hood” of physics who never-
theless taught themselves by 
turning to the sky.

In her book Pythagoras’ 
Trousers physicist Margaret 
Wertheim chronicles the “gen-
der wars” of physics since 
the time of Pythagoras in 500 
B.C., the religious zealot-math-
ematician who deemed that 
Number was Divine.  Over 
the next thousand years, the 
Church gradually established 
absolute political power, deem-
ing anything outside its realm 
as paganism. 

D. QUINCY WHITNEY
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Concerned about the perils facing the Great Barrier Reef that stretches along the massive coastline 

of their native Queensland, Australia, Margaret and Christine Wertheim merged higher geometry and 

feminine hand-craft and crocheted a coral reef.  A project that began on their living room coffee table 

has taken on a world renowned persona of its own – through installations in museums and every imag-

inable venue around the globe. In 2011, when the Smithsonian Institution hosted an exhibition of the 

Hyperbolic Crochet Coral Reef, Science Curator Nancy Knowlton observed:  “The reefs I studied 35 years 

ago have largely vanished, and most reefs may well be gone by the end of the century, or sooner if 

nothing is done to protect them.”


