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NASHUA – Welcoming 
a baby into the world can 
be one of the most exciting 
times for a young family, but 
also one of the scariest. 

There is a lot to learn and 
a lot to buy, and for some 
families who may not have 
the extra income or support, 
it can be difficult to get ev-
erything they need. 

For the second year, the 
United Way of Greater 
Nashua will host a Commu-
nity Baby Shower to help 
expecting, low-income fami-
lies get set up for the excit-
ing next steps. 

The baby shower will 
be May 3 at Nashua High 
School North, but, just like 
there is a lot to prepare for 
a new baby, there’s still a lot 
to do before the organiza-
tion can assist more than 40 
families. 

Various community busi-
nesses and other locales 
have set up internal collec-
tions to donate, and Digital 

Credit Union  and People’s 
Bank have donation bins for 
their customers, according 
to Liz Fitzgerald, director 
of community impact for 
UWGN. Schools and City 
Hall have also signed on.

The United Way will host 
a community drive Saturday 
at Shaw’s at Royal Ridge on 
Daniel Webster Highway 
from noon to 4 p.m. 

They will accept new and 
gently used items like stroll-
ers, baby clothes (in all siz-
es), pack and plays, diapers, 
wipes, bottles and more. 
They cannot accept used car 
seats or used cribs, Fitzger-
ald said. They will also ac-
cept cash or gift certificates 
to family friendly places. 

No donation is too small, 
and none are too big, as any 
leftovers will be donated 
to agency partners like the 
Front Door and Margue-
rite’s Place. 

The United Way had to 
scramble to find new col-
lection sites after Walmart, 

Donation 
drives for 
baby shower
United Way hosts event for 
low-income, expectant moms
By HANNAH LaCLAIRE
Staff Writer

“I do not feel obliged to 
believe that the same God 
who has endowed us with 
sense, reason and intellect 
has intended us to forgo their 
use.” – Galileo

Though Galileo was tried 
by the Roman Inquisition 
in 1633, and forced by the 
Catholic Church to “abjure, 
curse and detest” his own 
scientific work, he never saw 
a wall between science and 
faith. He remained a strong 
believer to the end of his life 
and argued that scientific 
exploration was both accept-
able and noble for a man of 
faith.

While Galileo’s case was 
perhaps the most famous of 
battles between religion and 
science, I would argue that 
we can bring a new perspec-
tive to the fore by focusing 
not on the tensions between 
science and religion, but 
rather the inherent links 
between science and spiri-
tuality. The deeper science 
delves into the nature of 
reality, the more wonder it 
turns up – about the enigmas 
of time-space; the inherent 
intelligence of nature and 

the human body; the “biol-
ogy” of belief, to name a few. 
The closer science moves 
toward revealing a deeper 
reality, the closer it comes 
to the irrevocable evidence 
of an expansive, massively 
intelligent Creator – still, a 
point of debate for many, I 
admit.

But even if one does not 
want to acknowledge the 
existence of an “architect” of 
the universe, the fact remains 
that planet Earth is all man-
kind has – and the energy that 
science “sees” in every living 
thing, every stone and crystal 
in the universe is the energy 
of the Earth itself. How do we 

protect and take care of the 
Earth that sustains us? How 
do we link science and spirit?

Enter Interfaith Power 
& Light, a science-spirit 
organization that I found out 
about only recently, despite 
the fact that it has been 
around for two decades.

Founded in 1998 as Episco-
pal Power & Light with the 
support of Grace Cathedral 
and a unique coalition of 
Episcopal churches aggre-
gated to purchase renew-
able energy, IPL broadened 
its focus in 2000, brought 
in other faith partners, and 
formed California Interfaith 
Power & Light. California 
IPL developed a successful 
organizational model, engag-
ing hundreds of congrega-
tions, educating thousands 
of people of faith about the 
moral and ethical mandate 
to address global warming 
and help pass California’s 
landmark climate and clean 
energy laws. Building on this 
success, this model has now 
been adopted by 40 state af-
filiates, and as the extensive 
IPL website states, “we are

SOLAR SYNERGY

What is solar stewardship?  

NASHUA – After spend-
ing three months 
in jail following his 
arrests on burglary 
and drug-possession 
charges, it’s time for 
25-year-old Christo-
pher Plourde “to do 
the next right thing, 
so you can get out 
from under this,” 
a Superior Court 
judge told the Nash-
ua man Wednesday.

With Plourde’s assurance 
that he plans to promptly 

seek out substance abuse 
treatment and get in a pro-
gram, Judge Jacalyn Col-
burn accepted a plea agree-
ment that Plourde and his 
attorneys had worked out 
with prosecutors to clear up 
his pending matters.

In exchange for his 
guilty pleas to two felony 
charges – one count each of 
burglary and possession of 
controlled drugs – Plourde 

was sentenced to 
two concurrent 
12-month jail sen-
tences, all deferred 
for one year on the 
condition he enters 
a substance abuse 
treatment program 
and remains on good 
behavior.

Two other pend-
ing charges, simple 

assault and receiving stolen 

By DEAN SHALHOUP
Senior Staff Writer

Nashuan receives 
deferred sentence 
for burglary
Court |  Man 
agrees to seek 
treatment in deal  
to avoid jail time. 

Networking

MERRIMACK – A New 
Hampshire man pled not 
guilty at his Merrimack Dis-
trict Court arraign-
ment this week to 
multiple charges 
stemming from an 
apparent break-up 
gone bad. 

Austin Westcott,  
21, was arrested by 
Londonderry police 
and turned over 
to the Merrimack 
Police Department 
after a warrant was issued 
for two counts of criminal 
threatening, two counts of 
criminal mischief and one 
count of stalking-domestic 
violence. 

Merrimack police said 
officers responded Monday 
to the Merrimack Premium 
Outlets Mall for the report 
of criminal mischief to a 
motor vehicle. They deter-

mined that the vehi-
cle, which they said 
belongs to a woman 
described as West-
cott’s ex-girlfriend,  
sustained damage to 
the rear tire. 

Police said the 
vehicle also had 
been keyed several 
weeks earlier, and 
the person respon-

sible was allegedly identi-
fied as Westcott. The alleged 
victim didn’t contact police 
after her car was keyed, 

ByADAM URQUHART
Staff Writer

N.H. man arraigned 
on charges after 
break-up goes awry
Crime | Londonderry man allegedly 
threatened and stalked ex-girlfriend.
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Sunil Khadka, Angelica Resto and Nathalie Mena enjoy some food at the April Business After Hours. 
The Greater Nashua Chamber of Commerce and R. J. Finlay & Co. hosted their Business After Hours 
at the new City Moose Cafe at 30 Temple St. Wednesday evening. This monthly networking social 
offers both members and non-members the opportunity to interact with one another, make business 
connections and learn about new members. ‘It’s a great opportunity to get to know the movers and 
shakers of the community,’ director of programs Patrick O’Mara said.  
Members who host these monthly socials are able to get visibility through the promotion of the 
Chamber.  The monthly Business After Hours are free for members and $15 for non-members.
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