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NEWS DIGEST
Couple gets good 
look at moose

MERRIMACK (AP) – A 
New Hampshire family 
has gotten an up-close 
view of a moose that wan-
dered into their yard, right 
up to their window.

The Merrimack couple 
caught the animal’s 
surprise visit on video 
and posted it on YouTube, 
where it has received 
thousands of views since 
Tuesday morning. The vid-
eo shows the moose nib-
bling leaves on a tree from 
across the street outside 
of their home, eventually 
walking up to their home 
and standing inches away 
from the camera.

Resident Nichole DiVi-
etro posted on Facebook 
that it was her first time 
seeing a moose. She said 
they named the moose 
“Mooshy“ after her late 
sister, Michelle, who re-
cently passed away.

USS Manchester 
video released

CONCORD, N.H. 
(AP) – New Hampshire 
Democratic Sen. Jeanne 
Shaheen, the official 
sponsor of the future USS 
Manchester, has released 
a video highlighting the 
commissioning of the U.S. 
Navy combat ship in the 
upcoming weeks.

The ship will be com-
missioned on May 26 in 
Portsmouth, New Hamp-
shire, marking its official 
acceptance as a unit of the 
operating forces of the 
U.S. Navy. When breaking 
the commissioning pen-
nant, the ship will “come 
to life“ and the crew will 
ceremonially run aboard 
ship. Shaheen will partici-
pate in the official commis-
sioning of the ship, which 
was christened in 2016.

Shaheen says she’s been 
working closely with the 
crew of the future USS 
Manchester since 2011. 
The senator is considered 
a permanent member of 
the ship’s crew, and her 
initials are welded into 
part of the ship’s hull.

Police search for 
falcon shooter

SALEM, N.H. (AP) – 
Authorities say someone 
shot and killed a federally-
protected peregrine falcon 
that was found outside 
a home in Salem, New 
Hampshire.

Police say the homeowner 
found the dead falcon in his 
front yard Saturday after-
noon. Police say they think 
the bird was perched in a 
tree when it was shot, likely 
by a .22 caliber round. They 
were not able to recover the 
bullet.  They posted photos 
of the dead bird on Face-
book Wednesday.

Police say peregrine fal-
cons are protected under 
the federal Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act, and in New 
Hampshire, which makes 
the shooting a crime. The 
bird was being tracked 
through tags by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service.

New Hampshire’s Fish 
and Game Department is 
assisting the Salem Police 
Department in looking for 
a suspect.

Committee takes 
up catch-all bill

CONCORD, N.H. (AP) – 
A bill originally intended 
to help New Hampshire 
better plan for population 
changes has undergone 
major changes itself as the 
legislative session comes 
to a close.

The House passed a bill 
in March to create a state 
demographer position to 
help lawmakers better plan 
for the state’s aging popula-
tion and other demograph-
ic shifts. But the Senate 
used that bill as a dumping 
ground last week, adding 
a dozen new sections that 
add up to nearly $94 mil-
lion in additional spending 
over two years.

Reviewing the additions 
on Wednesday, the chair-
man of the House Finance 
Committee said the bill 
has become a “miniature 
budget.”

Agencies urge testing of private wells
CONCORD – The New Hamp-

shire Department of Health and 
Human Services and Department 
of Environmental Services are 
urging residents to test their pri-
vate wells for arsenic. 

Arsenic exposure may be con-
tributing to the states bladder can-

cer rate, which is the highest in 
the nation, officials said. The U.S. 
Geological Survey has estimated 
that one in five water wells in New 
Hampshire has arsenic at levels 
higher than what is allowed in pub-
lic water systems. 

A 2014 study by researchers 
at Dartmouth College estimated 
that arsenic in water wells in the 
state is responsible for more than 

800 cancer cases in the current 
population. 

State Cancer Director Whitney 
Hammond said, “Arsenic is com-
monly found in private wells in our 
state, and exposure contributes to 
a host of health issues, including 
bladder cancer.”

As it is, according to the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, New Hampshire 

has the highest rate of bladder 
cancer cases in the country, at 
a rate that is 37 percent high-
er than the national rate. One 
of the leading causes of blad-
der cancer in New Hampshire 
is from exposure to arsenic in 
private drinking water wells, 
officials warn.
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By ADAM URQUHART

Staff Writer

NASHUA – Since the 
realization that “Just Say 
No” is ineffective, the 
Nashua Prevention Coali-
tion aims to address sub-
stance misuse among the 
area’s youth through film. 

Rather than advising 
kids to just say no, they 
had teams of middle school 
and high school aged kids 
put together short vid-
eos spreading positivity, 
awareness and education 
about substance misuse as 
a way of prevention. 

“We received 15 vid-
eos that we had to narrow 

down to five. Those five 
are going to participate in 
a red-carpet event where 
we will have a panel of 
judges,” said Janet Valuk, 
director at the Nashua 
Prevention Coalition.

The culmination of this 
effort will take place from 
5-7:30 p.m. on May 16 
with a red-carpet event at 
Chunky’s Cinema in Nash-
ua, where those five select-
ed entries will be shown on 
the big screen. The panel 
of judges will select the 
top two entries, and those 
two teams will have the 
opportunity to work with 
Pearl Marketing to create 
a professional video. 

Valuk said the kids 
have been working on 
these video PSA’s since 
October. She said they 
submitted them in Feb-
ruary. Kids were given a 
series of positive quotes 
based on leadership, 
friendship and things like 
that, and from the quote 
they had to create a video 
focusing on how to live by 
that quote. 

“The main reason for 
doing a prevention project 
this way is because every-
one in the world of preven-
tion realized that the just 
say no message doesn’t 
work anymore,” Valuk 
said. “So, we are focusing 

on positivity, building self 
esteem, awareness, edu-
cation and also leadership 
skills.” 

She said Mike Apfel-
berg, president of the 
United Way of Greater 
Nashua, will use one of 
the videos in a commercial 
slot at Chunky’s. 

“Every month he gives 
them a new video to show 
before every movie,” Va-
luk said. 

She said there will be 
between 130 and 140 
people in attendance, and 
that Nashua Mayor Jim 
Donchess will be one of 
those attendees, giving an 
opening statement.

“We have a lot of part-
ners working with us, and 
we’re very appreciative. 
Anyone interested in get-
ting involved with us can 
email me or email our co-
alition coordinator,” Valuk 
said. 

Valuk can be reached at 
jvaluk@unitedwaynashua.
org and Kameo Chasse can 
be reached at kchasse@
unitedwaynashua.org. 

Valuk said they’re very 
excited, because this is 
their first year doing this, 
with plans to continue it in 
the future. 
Adam Urquhart can be reached 
at 594-1206 or aurquhart@nash-
uatelegraph.com. 

Red-carpet event to highlight prevention 
By ADAM URQUHART

Staff Writer
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Music 
in the 

Cathedral

“I never weary of great 
churches. It is my favorite 
kind of mountain scenery. 
Mankind was never so hap-
pily inspired as when it made 
a cathedral.” – Robert Louis 
Stevenson 

Music in the cathedral – on 
Mother’s Day. 

Music of Russia, Armenia, 
Georgia, Greece, the Mediter-
ranean, Eastern Europe, India 
and French Canada will loft 
into the vaulted triforium of 
Nashua’s “architectural gem” 
– the Norman basilica-style ca-
thedral and the second tallest 
building in the Gate City – that 
sits majestically above the 
Nashua River on French Hill. 
At 4 p.m. on Sunday, St. Mary 
and Archangel Michael Coptic 
Orthodox Church – formerly 
St. Francis Xavier Roman 
Catholic Church – will host a 
free concert open to the public 
in celebration of architecture, 
music and community.  This 
Symphony NH Neighborhood 
Connections Concert cele-
brates the cultures of Nash-
ua’s immigrant communities 
through presenting concerts in 
community spaces. 

Cathedrals have always 
fascinated me.  In college, I 
became an avid medievalist 
– not from reading the Bible 
but from reading Chaucer. 
The Canterbury Tales are 
filled with blessed and baudy 
tales about “real” people in 
all walks of life who, despite 
all their foibles, lived under 
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Mother’s 
Day concert 
to celebrate 
community


