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NEWS DIGEST
Bill to settle delay 
of elections fails

CONCORD (AP) – Keep 
your fingers crossed for 
good weather next March 
– the New Hampshire 
Legislature has failed to 
resolve the issue of who 
has the authority to post-
pone local elections.

Though state law re-
quires towns to hold annual 
elections the second Tues-
day in March, nearly 80 
communities rescheduled 
their 2017 elections when a 
storm dumped more than 
a foot of snow across much 
of the state. That sparked 
widespread confusion 
about who has the author-
ity to reschedule elections. 
But before lawmakers 
could agree, another storm 
hit this year.

The Senate later passed 
a bill to give the secretary 
of state the final say, while 
the House gave author-
ity to town moderators. A 
committee of conference 
recommended a slightly 
modified version of the 
Senate bill, but the House 
rejected it Wednesday.

Republican Rep. James 
Belanger, of Hollis, called 
the bill a knee-jerk reaction.

“We’ve been conduct-
ing town elections for 
hundreds of years without 
an issue until the past two 
years. I’ve ordered good 
weather for March elec-
tions in 2019 and 2020 so 
there won’t be a problem in 
those two years,” he said. 
“Can’t we wait another 
year or two and iron this 
out, and come up with an 
acceptable compromise?”

Officials approve 
$102M in spending

CONCORD (AP) – A 
bill that started out as a 
modest proposal to create 
a state demographer job 
and ended up becoming an 
omnibus measure to burn 
through a surplus is on its 
way to the governor’s desk.

Both the House and 
Senate on Wednesday 
approved a bill to spend 
about $102 million pro-
duced by unexpectedly 
high business tax rev-
enue this year. The total 
includes $12.7 million 
for state employee pay 
raises, $30.4 million for 
bridge repairs, $10 mil-
lion for the state’s rainy 
day fund and $44 million 
to settle a dispute with 
hospitals over uncompen-
sated care. It also includes 
funding for programs to 
help health care work-
ers repay student loans, 
people who need afford-
able housing after leaving 
mental health and addic-
tion treatment facilities 
and nonprofits that teach 
businesses how to support 
workers in recovery.

The bill passed the Sen-
ate on a voice vote. The 
House approved it 242-92 
over the objection of oppo-
nents who argued lawmak-
ers should return for a 
special session to consider 
each item individually 
instead of lumped together. 
Republican Rep. J.R. Hoell, 
of Dunbarton, urged his 
colleagues to be better than 
their peers in Congress.

“If you’re sick of the 
process of D.C. coupling 
everything into one bill and 
then voting on it, the sau-
sage making we see down 
there that we don’t like and 
have come to despise, I 
would ask that you oppose 
this bill,” he said. “We don’t 
have to do this here and 
now. We can make this a 
better process.”

Supporters argued that 
lawmakers should reject 
in an opportunity to invest 
in infrastructure, im-
prove the state’s financial 
security, provide budget 
certainty in regards to the 
hospital payments and 
fulfill the provisions of the 
contract negotiated with 
state workers.

“Do you think it’s a good 
idea for us to say, ‘Gee, 
state employees, you are 
wonderful but we’re not 
going to give you a raise 
effective in July?” said 
Rep. Karen Umberger, R-
Kearsarge. “I think that is 
absolutely awful.”

Supreme Court reverses PUC ruling
CONCORD – The New Hamp-

shire Supreme Court reversed a 
2016 Public Utilities Commission 
ruling, which had denied Ever-
source Energy the right to invest 
in a natural gas pipeline project 
known as Access Northeast.

The court ruled electric utilities 
such as Eversource should be able 
to invest in pipeline capacity, and 
sent the matter back to the PUC. 

Eversource officials applauded 
Tuesday’s 3-1 ruling, and said they 
will be revisiting the PUC’s de-
nial of the power purchase agree-
ment with Hydro Quebec. They 
maintain this agreement would 
bring clean, affordable power to 
customers via the controversial 
Northern Pass transmission line.

“This decision has broad im-
plications for New Hampshire’s 
energy future at a time when the 
region has a critical need for ad-
ditional sources of reliable and 

affordable energy,” comments 
provided by Eversource spokes-
woman Kaitlyn Woods state. “For 
example, there is little question 
that customers in New Hampshire 
and the region will benefit from an 
increased supply of natural gas to 
be used to create electricity.”

The ruling states PUC regula-
tors misinterpreted state law re-
garding energy deregulation in 
terms of separating the transmis-
sion of electricity from the gen-
eration of electricity. The court’s 

decision was mainly based on the 
words “should and “shall” appear-
ing in different parts of state law. 
The word ‘should’ permits discre-
tion, whereas the word ‘shall’ es-
tablishes a mandatory duty.

Woods said that the Supreme 
Court “got it right.” 

“The primary purpose of elec-
tric industry restructuring is to en-
sure reliability and lower energy 
costs for our customers,” she said.

By ADAM URQUHART

Staff Writer
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Charges in
assault case
are dropped

NASHUA – The assault charge filed 
against a Hudson man who allegedly 
shoved a woman into a snow-covered me-
dian in February, an apparent road rage 
confrontation captured on cellphone vid-
eo, has been dismissed.

Court documents show Nashua District 
Court Judge James Leary dismissed the 
single count of misdemeanor simple as-
sault against Ricardo Montanez, 28, after 
the alleged victim didn’t show up in court 
for a hearing on the matter.

Leary ordered the charge dismissed 
without prejudice, which means the charge 
could be refiled if prosecutors decide to do 
so. There were no objections to the dismiss-
al order, according to the documents.

The charge accused Montanez of “know-
ingly causing unpriviledged physical con-
tact” to the woman by pushing her onto the 
snow-covered median on Amherst Street 
near Henri Burque Drive on Feb. 18.

The video, which was recorded by a by-
stander stopped in traffic, went viral.

Montanez and his lawyer, Nashua attor-
ney Joseph Fricano, had filed a notice of 
self-defense, asserting that Montanez was 
“legally justified” in pushing the woman 
because she allegedly banged on his car, 
tried to open his door and “seemed fixated 
on escalating the already tense situation.”

Montanez, in his account of the se-
quence of events, said he was stopped 
behind the woman’s vehicle at the inter-
section of Amherst and Broad streets. 
When the light turned green, the wom-
an’s vehicle “remained stationary, (and) 
the operator appeared distracted while 
talking on her cellphone,” according to 
Montanez’s observations.

Montanez said when he blew his horn, 
the vehicle drove off, but the driver al-
legedly traveled “at an excessively slow 
speed while the operator displayed vulgar 
finger gestures.”

At the point which Amherst Street be-
comes four lanes, Montanez passed the fe-
male driver, then stopped at a red light at 
Amherst and Henri Burque. She pulled up 
behind him and, according to the statement, 
“began to honk her horn excessively.”

Montanez claimed he got out of his car, 
“beckoned towards” the woman, who “re-
sponded with racial vulgarities.” While 
“she was yelling at Montanez ... the wom-
an allowed her car to hit” Montanez’s ve-
hicle, the documents state.

According to one of the witnesses, Mon-
tanez was back in his car when woman al-
legedly “got out of her vehicle ... banged on 
his car” then allegedly banged on his win-
dow “and tried to open the driver’s door.”

At that point, according to the docu-
ments, Montanez’s concerns over alleg-
edly being confronted by the woman 
prompted him to push her, using “non-
deadly force” for which he “was legally 
justified,” the documents state.

By DEAN SHALHOUP

Senior Staff Writer

Understanding loss due to suicide can be difficult

Losing a loved one to 
suicide is one of life’s most 
painful experiences. The 
feelings of loss, sadness, 
and loneliness experienced 
after the death of a loved 
one are often magnified in 
suicide survivors. Suicide 
will trigger a wide variety 
of emotions, including feel-
ings of guilt, confusion, re-
jection, shame, anger, and 
the effects of stigma and 
trauma. These are normal 
emotions to experience dur-
ing an abnormal situation.  

Grief is the reaction that 
allows us to adapt to the 
loss of a loved one. While 
there are many stages of 

grief, a survivor’s expe-
rience of prolonged and 
unresolved grief is 
m o r e prevalent 
in survi- vors of 
suicide. 
Common 
symptoms 
include: 

T h e 
need to 
u n d e r -
s t a n d . 
M a n y 
s u i c i d e 
s u r v i -
vors are tor-
mented with the 
need to make sense o f 
this death. There are often 
many unanswered ques-
tions, especially if there 
was not a message left be-
hind from their loved one. 

Survivors often feel that 
there is a series of events 
to untangle, including 
their own role in the whole 
s e - quence.  Yet, many 

questions will 
r e m a i n 
u n a n -
swered. 

P e r -
s o n a l 
Respon-
sibility. A 
common 

reaction of 
the surviv-

ing loved one is an 
exaggerated sense of 

somehow being responsible 
and then feeling guilty for 
not being able to prevent 
this death. This reaction is 
even more magnified when 
a parent loses a child to sui-

cide. However, the major-
ity of people who do com-
mit suicide were suffering 
with a mental illness or 
substance misuse disorder 
when they died. This is im-
portant to realize because 
it can help some survivors 
make sense of the death 
and to let go of self -blame. 

Abandonment/Anger. 
Many suicide survivors 
feel abandoned by their 
deceased loved one. This 
can include feelings of an-
ger for being left behind to 
deal with the stress of life 
without this person. Anger 
can be directed towards 
the person who died, men-
tal health providers, God, 
or family/people close 
to the person. Recogniz-
ing anger is normal and 

finding safe places to talk 
about it can help. 

Stigma. Despite efforts 
to end the stigma of men-
tal illness, suicide is still 
highly stigmatized. Sui-
cide can be difficult to dis-
cuss. Survivors often feel 
the need to conceal the 
cause of death. Some reli-
gions impose shameful re-
strictions on the grief pro-
cess for suicide survivors. 
Life insurance companies 
have clauses with built 
in stigma. Openly talking 
about their loved one and 
circumstances of death 
is vital for recovery, and 
these effects of stigma can 
pose harmful barriers to 
the healing process.

By SUSAN MEAD 
and JESSIC CAPUANO
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The west face of the Bell Tower features women in uniform.

“Semper Fidelis.” – Marine 
Corps Motto

“Semper Fidelis” – or 
“Semper Fi” – means “Always 
Faithful.” Though no one knows 
how this famous motto came 
to the Marine Corps, these two 
words have, nevertheless, taken 
on the permanence of New 
Hampshire granite. And what 
is left unsaid is perhaps even 
more important – there are no 
conditions. It is not “sometimes 
faithful” or “usually faithful.” It 
is not negotiable or relative. It 
is reliable, consistent, and abso-
lute, something you can count 
on with your life – literally.

As one Marine, Cam Beck, 
put it, “Interestingly, the sim-

plicity of the phrase and the 
calculated neglect to specify 
its parameters seems to 

strengthen it.  Marines pride 
themselves on their straight-
forward mission and steadfast 
dedication to accomplish it.”

The very same can be said 
of the resilience, determination 
and flexibility of women who 
sacrificed their lives for their 
country, women for whom 
the bell tolls – literally – at the 
Women’s Memorial Bell Tower 
at Cathedral of the Pines, in 
Rindge, New Hampshire. 

At 4 p.m. Wednesday, the 
Cathedral of the Pines will 
host a special Memorial Day 
Service to honor and bless 
the Bell Tower in honor of all 
American women who gave 

Memorial Day
Celebrating ‘Lady Leathernecks’ 100th 

and women in the military

D. QUINCY WHITNEY
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